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Genesis Christian  School, an independent

/ Christian school, located in Remerton, opened its
doors .r\ugu-:l’ 17, 2002, The c[rvn'lul.mu'n[ ol an
independent Christian school is not an easy feat. The

challenge of converting an old nightclub into a Christian schoal

is unheard of, however, Dr. Debra Tann, the owner of Genesis,

used her faith in God and her skills in strategic planning,
coalition building, and program planning to turn her vision into a reality.

Dr. Tann took a rundown b;u' ;md with vi\‘iﬂn, passion, and derermination,

created a successful business, s an increase in

pmfi( as the business grows,” .\'I:.lrl_d f\ndrm ]uhnsun, Small Business of the Year

ﬂl’ll‘t‘i:ll‘l committee member,

lot all businesses have to show a return of

monetary value to reflect profit, and our selection for Small Business of the Year
has «hmt n a huge Pluhl in recurn to society through the minds of young children

that are educated ar their school.” Thart [vunh said, Genesis also fits the top three

criteria considered by the selection committee: growth, sustainabilicy and

(‘J"l.'['l_'l‘l'[]\].ng Ch.’l“k‘ﬂgt‘.‘i.

According to selection committee member Jodi Doss, Genesis has doubled
number of students and doubled the number of employees

in less than three

s she Faced

years. In addition, the passion with which she describes the challeng
in converting a bar into a Christian school painted a very convincing picture.

“"We could \'l'\-"L“)' see the s[rugg‘]l' she faced and the determination she used to

overcome her ;ldvcrs[t}'. stated Doss.

While converting the bar, Tann faced a unique challenge: the typical nightclub
elements (i.e. mirrors, dance floor, and stage), were not exactly education-friendly.
to further
The mirrors positively reinforce the
emphasis on inner and outer beauty of the students, the dance floor Plﬂvldf\ an

She creatively looked past the surface and used these "great features”
[l’t' I:{il]('l[i('lﬂ"l ‘_,(1']1‘ I-l)r h(‘r ﬁflld{‘nr‘i

incredible common area/lunchroom, and the stage is perfect for school programs.

Genesis Christian School

Aq an '1"&‘[L‘|l‘ [h{' l11il'r11r\: '1!"‘() Prl'l\'idﬂ‘d a l|]1i‘[|“.' [1],‘}'7!'“1'”1‘["" I‘l‘r l)r -Ilull."l o
think “ourside the box” to solve a school pmbhm The I:)Ho\\]nL story was
included in the packer submitted to the Small Business of the Year Selection
(. ('I“'I]rlIEELL f\LLl)rd'[] o a news rL]J:er (Il. nL\l‘\ (. I]] 1stian H hl)l)] m \‘ ‘lﬁ‘l[“\l 1,
Georgia was recently faced with a unique problem. A number of 12-year old girls
were 1:|l :._‘ll'II)[TlE_‘ [ use l]l’.\[[fl\, -|nlJ \\l)ll]fj }?ll[ ” on ||'| ||'ll [1.1[}1!’11\“‘11, I]‘I.'H was
fine, but after they put on their lipstick, they would press their lips to the mirror
leaving dozens of licdle lip prints. Every night the maintenance man, Mr. Tann
would remove the prints and question Dr. Tann regarding che behavioral patterns
of her students. Finally, Dr. Tann decided that something must be done. She
called the girls to the bathroom to meet with Mr. Tann. Dr. Tann explained to the
girls that Mr. Tann had a difficult time cleaning the mirror and he wanted to
L{L'l'l!l”].\'[ e [1;'\ dil‘l-iclllt}'—. I\’Ir. _l_.!nn |t1l];‘ our a il)!]g“]]-]:‘r\{!l‘d x(]lll‘l‘gl'l'. kiI[PP\‘\i “
in the toilet, and cleaned the mirror with it. The girls shricked and, needless to
say, there have been no more lip prints on the mirror. Moral, there are teachers

.'Il'tl.‘! lerr are t‘dllCiltOl'.\'.'”

Genesis, only in its third year, has really begun to make a name for itsell. The
school is active in the community and donates time, talent, and funds ro several
area agencies. Most importantly, the school is concerned with the educacional

development of its students. Genesis has been able to be so successful because of

I'I'IL'I“l‘.I:‘ rs, .'ITIL‘l [‘Ti k']'IL-iS \\'h['l

the commirment of its parents, students, I':u-ulty, boar
believe in the school and its goals,

T'he school currently has several short-term goals, which include purchasing a
school bus and gaining school accredication (which is now in progress). As the
‘QL'I‘LT()I Cl}n[inut‘.‘;

o grow, llu-}' }m]w o implvnwm J\-'L';u'—rnnnd schuuling.

implemcm the high school component and re-locate to an expansive facilicy.

Congratulations to Genesis on being named 2005 Small Business of the Year!




